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A note to the ReAdeR

This book was written in the early 20th century, a time 
when societal attitudes and language were significantly 
from what we recognize today. As you delve into its pages, 
you might come across terms and descriptions that our 
modern sensibilities find offensive or inappropriate. These 
echo the beliefs and biases of that era, some of which were 
fueled by ignorance, fear, and misunderstanding.

We’ve chosen to preserve the original text, providing an 
unvarnished window into the past. It’s essential to approach 
this reading with an open heart and mind, recognizing the 
historical context that shaped these terms and views. While 
we’ve made progress as a society, the shadows of these old 
attitudes sometimes persist.

By recognizing and reflecting on the profound impact 
such perspectives have left on our culture, we can deepen 
our understanding of history and chart a course towards a 
more inclusive and compassionate future.



1

My dReAMs of A sheep RAnCh

The day I was twelve years old, father gave me twelve 
ewes out of his flock of seventy-two, counting these 
sheep as payment for the work I had done in tending 
them. Even at that time I thought myself a good shep-
herd, for I was able to keep a small flock well together. 

With Gyp, our dog, I could have herded five hundred 
as readily as I did seventy-two, because on our planta-
tion in Mississippi the pastures were fenced. Therefore 
when father began to talk of moving to Texas and there 
making a venture in the cattle business I decided at once 
that if he did so, it should be my aim to raise sheep. With 
this idea I gathered from the neighbors roundabout, who 
had larger flocks than ours, all the possible information 
about the business in our own state. 
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sheep RAising

A sheep in order to thrive should have not less than two 
acres of fairly good pasturage in which to roam. Much 
less than that amount of land would provide a sheep with 
food in case it was inclosed; but on the range, where the 
flock is turned out to feed over a large extent of country, 
the animals are inclined to “bunch,” as the herders call 
it, that is, to keep in close company and wander here or 
there trampling down the grass without eating it. 

A sheep will yield about five pounds of wool each 
year, and you can count that each animal in a herd will 
give you one dollar’s worth of its fleece annually. Of 
course there is considerable expense, if one is obliged 
to pay for shearing, or for dipping, in case that disease 
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known as “scab” comes among the flock. I have known 
a sheep raiser to pay four cents a head to the Mexican 
shepherds simply for dipping the flock; that is to say, for 
giving each animal a bath in a certain mixture in order 
to drive out distemper which, in sheep, is like the mange 
that comes upon dogs. 

Then it is pretty certain that during the year there will 
be as many lambs born as there are sheep in the flock, 
and if a sheep is worth five dollars, you can reckon the 
lamb at three, for it will be a yearling in twelve months, 
and a full-grown sheep a year later. So one can say that 
every sheep worth five dollars will bring in a profit of 
four dollars each year, less the expense of keeping. 

heRding sheep
Suppose you have a flock of five hundred sheep. They 
will “herd,” as sheep-men say, which means, keep nearly 
together, within a space around which a man can ordi-
narily walk two or three times a day, to prevent the 
wilder ones from straying. 

When the flock is driven out on the range from the 
pens, they are kept moving a mile or two, while the 
shepherd walks around the flock, talking to them, so that 
they may hear his voice; the animals pick up mouthfuls 
of grass now and then, even while being driven. 

In rainy or cold weather, sheep walk much more rap-
idly than they do when it is warm; therefore the shepherd 
has more work to do. In very hot, dry weather, they will 
often not feed in the daytime, but continue eating until 
late in the night, and then the herder has his work cut 
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out, for those are long days from sunrise until nine or 
ten o’clock. 

But think of the profit of five hundred sheep in one 
year! Suppose they cost you for herding, shearing, and 
dipping, in case you cannot manage the flock yourself, 
three hundred dollars. You get two thousand dollars 
for the wool and the increase in the flock, and pay out 
three hundred. This leaves seventeen hundred dollars 
clear profit in one year from five hundred sheep, and 
that is not a large flock. 

Of course if the scab gets among the sheep, or the 
Indians kill many, or the wolves can’t be kept away, 
there will be more or less loss which must come out of 
the seventeen hundred dollars; but take it all in all, unless 
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one has very hard luck, it seems to me he should be able 
to count on at least a thousand dollars profit from five 
hundred sheep. 

Now it might seem as if this matter of raising sheep, 
and the profit to be had from them, could have no influ-
ence in deciding my going from the state of Mississippi 
to the republic of Texas, and yet if it had not been for 
my hope of one day owning a big sheep ranch, I would 
not have been so delighted when father began to talk of 
making a new home in that country which had so lately 
separated from Mexico. 

soMething About texAs
One might suppose that my father was a shiftless sort 
of man to make a change of homes after he had a boy 
twelve years old; but that is not the fact, as you will 
understand when I tell you why we sold the plantation 
in Mississippi, where we were raising fairly good crops 
of cotton, to embark in the cattle business in Texas. 

Of course, it is not necessary for me to relate that 
the people in Texas declared themselves independent of 
Mexico in the year 1836, as in 1776 the colonists deter-
mined to be free men in a free country, and so broke 
away from England and England’s king. 

No doubt you already know that it was on the 
twenty-second day of April in the year 1836, the day 
after the battle of San Jacinto, that General Houston 
captured the Mexican general, Santa Anna; a treaty was 
then made between Texas and Mexico, which allowed 
the Texans to become an independent nation. You are 




